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myself it seems to have been so; yet I do not think the
severe critics on this part of his story have kept quite
sufficiently in mind how easy it is for us all to under-
value any species of temptation to which we have not
happened to be exposed. I am aware, too, that there
are examples of men of genius, situated to a certain ex-
tent like him, who have resisted and repelled the fascina-
tions against which he was not entirely proof; but 1 have
sometimes thought that they did so at the expense of
parts of their character nearer the marrow of humanity
than those which his weakness in this way tended to
endamage; that they mingled, in short, in their virtuous
self-denial, some grains of sacrifice at the shrine of a
cold, unsocial, even sulky species of self-conceit. But
this digression has already turned out much longer than
I intended.

Mrs. Coutts and her three coaches astonished Abbots-
ford but a few days after I returned to Chief swood from
one of my rapid journeys to London. While in the
metropolis on that occasion, I had heard a great deal
more than I understood about the commercial excitement
of the time. Eor several years preceding 1825, the
plethora of gold on the one hand, and the wildness of
impatient poverty on the other, had been uniting their
stimulants upon the blood and brain of the most curious
of all concretes, individual or national, "John Bull; "
nor had sober "Sister Peg" escaped the infection of dis-
orders which appear to recur, at pretty regular periods,
in the sanguine constitution of her brother. They who
had accumulated great masses of wealth, dissatisfied with
the usual rates of interest under a conscientious govern-
ment really protective of property, had embarked in the
most perilous and fantastic schemes for piling visionary
Pelions upon the real Ossa of their money-bags; and
unscrupulous dreamers, who had all to gain and nothing
to lose, found it easy to borrow, from cash-encumbered
neighbors, the means of pushing adventures of their own   edly he was much pleased with the pleasure his wife took,
